Thanksgiving Letters 
Hello Amaya; 

Thanksgiving is a time where we remember the pilgrims. The Pilgrims sailed to America on the 
Mayflower. They landed on Plymouth rock. They had a hard time adjusting to their new life and 
finding food. The Indians helped them learn how to survive. They then had a 3 day feast thanking 
Indians. We celebrate Thanksgiving by gathering with our families and eating. My family also 
celebrates by going to church every year on Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving is celebrated the last Thursday in November. This year, it's November 24th. A 
thanksgiving meal usually includes Turkey, stuffing, cranberry sauce, Mashed Potatoes, and for 
dessert pumpkin pie. I always eat way too much on Thanksgiving. I hope you're doing well. 

Carrie 



Howdy losu (Contreras or Oloriz?), 

Next week is the holiday called Thanksgiving (el dia de gracias). We celebrate this holiday to 
commemorate an event that happened hundreds of years ago when America wasn't even a nation yet. 
The Pilgrims (Englishmen who didn't agree with the English Church) came here in the 1600's. Once 
they got here, they had a very difficult time finding food. They probably would not have survived 
their first year here, but they received help from the Native American Indians. The Indians helped 
them find food and survive. They had a 3 day feast and we celebrate the Indians helping the Pilgrims 
with a 1-day feast of our own. 

For most Americans, the tradition of Thanksgiving is a very special and the routine for the day is 
basically the same in most households. Many wake up early and begin making food for the long day 
ahead. The entire family will then meet in one place and have a large meal together to honor the 
Indians helping the Pilgrims many years ago. 

In my family, our Thanksgiving tradition is much like the rest of America, but with a few small 
changes. We all wake up early and prepare many different foods for the day. We all then go to my 
grandmother's house. For the meal itself, the men eat in the living room and watch football while the 
women of the family get to sit around the table. Once the meal is over, we all come together and play 
games until the day is done. 

I celebrate Thanksgiving with my father's side of the family the night before Thanksgiving Day. I 
am with my mother's side of the family on the actual Thanksgiving Day. We do this so that we can 
celebrate with everybody in our family and show our love for one another and get reacquainted with 
each other. Often, Thanksgiving is the first time I will have seen most of my family in several 
months. 

Thanksgiving is held on the last Thursday in November every year. There is not 
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Hello Raul; 

How is it going? I'm writing to describe our Thanksgiving traditions to you. In Spanish it is El Dia 
deGracias. 

We celebrate Thanksgiving to remind us about the pilgrims who came to America about 200 years 
ago. They survived through many trials and hardships. They had a lot of help from the Native 
Americans who were living here when they arrived. 

My family celebrates Thanksgiving by eating lots of turkey. This is the most common food at 
thanksgiving that everyone eats. Some other popular foods that people eat on thanksgiving are 
mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing, rolls, green beans and of course for dessert we have pumpkin 
pie. 

We celebrate with all of my family; my grandmas and grandpas and aunts and uncles and cousins. 
We all go to my grandparent's house for the day and eat and talk and watch football. It is a lot of fun. 
Then we go to my other grandparent's house and do a lot of the same stuff. 

Thanksgiving is celebrated on the last Thursday in November. It is a lot of fun and you get to pig out 
on so much great food. It is one of my favorite holidays. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

Antiiony 



Hello Maria (ARAG ON), 

How are you doing in this wonderful month of November? We are getting ready to celebrate 
Thanksgiving also known as el dia de gracias. When the pilgrims came over to America from 
Europe they needed food, so they ate with the Native Americans of this country also known as 
Indians. This happened at Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts. For hundreds of years we have 
celebrated this holiday to give thanks for all that we have and for all that have been given to us by 
God and by others. 

We celebrate this day by getting together with family and having a large feast. It's a family ordeal 
where you get to see your relatives and grandparents. It's always nice to see them. This is a very 
special family holiday that we celebrate every year. 

On Thanksgiving we eat turkey, cranberry sauce, rolls, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, beans, ham, 
com, pumpkin pie, and other American foods. These are the traditional thanksgiving foods, but there 
are many others that can be eaten. Most American families celebrate this day at home or at a family 
member's home. This holiday is celebrated by many and school given off for it. Thanksgiving is 
always celebrated on a Thursday in the final week of November. There is no set date from year to 
year, but it is always on Thursday. 

Hope to hear from you soon and have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

Nick 
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Dear Ramona; 

During the month of November, we celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving (el dia de gracias). We 

celebrate it to remember the feast that the Indians and Pilgrims had when the Pilgrims came over 
from England. During this feast they gave thanks for the things they had and we happy to be able to 
live and get along in a new country together. This is why we celebrate Thanksgiving. 

My family celebrates Thanksgiving by gathering at my Grandparent's house. All my cousins, aunts, 
and uncles come from their homes to celebrate and give thanks together. On Thanksgiving Day, a 
huge parade is broadcasted on all the television channels. In the parade, there are enormous balloons 
of all different types of characters. It is neat to watch. The best thing about Thanksgiving is the food! 
Every year both sides of my family, my mom's and my dad's, roast a turkey. We eat all types of 
food; com, turkey, ham, prime rib, lamb, green beans, stuffing, and the list goes on and on. The best 
part about the food is the desserts. My Aunt Gladys always makes at least three different types of 
pies. Although my favorite pie is cocoanut cream, pumpkin pie is the traditional pie for 
Thanksgiving. Since Thanksgiving is celebrated in remembrance of how the pilgrims and furniture. I 
usually end up sitting on floor even though I am the second oldest grandchild. I do not mind sitting 
on the floor though. It usually is the best spot for the long nap I usually take while watching the 
games. 

Well, that is about all I know about Thanksgiving. So I hope you learned something new about this 
holiday. Hope to hear from you soon! 

-Sondra 

Hello Adela, 

How are you doing? I am just fine. It is November and we are about to celebrate Thanksgiving (El 
Dia de Gracia). We celebrate Thanksgiving because when the pilgrims came to America, they shared 
a meal with tiie Indians. The pilgrims brought some food and the Indians also brought food. The 
pilgrims were thankful and gracious to the Indians for sharing the meal. At Thanksgiving we give 
thanks for all the things were are thankful for. 

We celebrate Thanksgiving by getting our family together and sharing a meal. Before we begin to 
eat, we say all the things we are thankful for. After we are done eating, we usually watch the football 
games that on T.V. and fall asleep. Thanksgiving is a day when you spend time with your family and 
share a wonderful feast. Usually we eat turkey as the main course, but different families eat different 
things. Some of the food we eat is turduckin (a mixture of turkey, duck, and chicken), ham, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, devilled eggs, beans, pie, rolls, cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, and many 
other foods. 

Thanksgiving is a national holiday that all American families celebrate. Many people travel to see 
their relatives and celebrate with them. My family usually goes to Fort Wayne, Indiana to visit my 
aunt and cousins. We bring my grandmother with us. We leave in the morning, spend the whole day 
there, and come back home that night. 

Thanksgiving is celebrated every year on the last Thursday in November. This year it will be on 
November 24. 

Matt Kwiatkowski 
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Hello Marta (MUNOZ), 

How are you doing? This month is November. In the United States we celebrate Thanksgiving. Our 
Thanksgiving is similar to your Dia de Gracias. Thanksgiving is to give thanks to God for helping 
them through the long and cold winter. Ever since then America has celebrated Thanksgiving. 

My family celebrates Thanksgiving in a typical fashion. We either have Thanksgiving at my house or 
at my grandmother's house in New York. My mom, dad, sisters, aunts, uncle and grandparents are 
present. This is a special time because I usually don't see my relatives that often. Me and my uncle 
usually watch the football game on television. On Thanksgiving we eat traditional Thanksgiving 
foods. We always have a ten to fifteen pound turkey. We also eat squash, yams, sweet potatoes, 
stuffing, cranberry sauce and bread. We also eat many desserts. These are mainly pies. We usually 
have coconut, pumpkin, chocolate and cherry pie. 

Like I said my relatives are usually present. All of my relatives live in New Y ork. So it Is a time for 
our family to get together. My grandmother and mom usually cook the turkey and my aunt makes the 
stuffing. We eat a lot on Thanksgiving. And after dinner we usually watch the Macy's Thanksgiving 
parade. Macy's is a huge department store in New York City that puts in a parade every 
Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving is always celebrated on the last Thursday in November. It has been celebrated on that 
day since the 1850 when our president Abraham Lincoln made it a state holiday. That means that the 
banks, post offices, and many stores are closed for the holiday. 

Write Soon! 

Jonatiian Kanakaraj 



Hesy Lourdes, 

Thanksgiving (El Dia de Gracia) is a big holiday in America. Thanksgiving has been around for a 
long time. It was first started by the pilgrims that came here from Europe in 1621. They feasted with 
the Native Americans. They were celebrating their first harvest in America. 

To celebrate Thanksgiving, my family gathers and we feast on many good foods. Thanksgiving is 
probably my favorite holiday just because of all the good food. It's amazing. Spending time with my 
family is great also. 

Like I said, I celebrate Thanksgiving with my family. We sit around and talk about how things in our 
lives are going. It's great to be able to be together and be with my family. They're all great people 
and I love them more than anything. 

I hope you learned about this holiday if you didn't know about it already. I hope to hear from you 
soon. 

Nick. 
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Hi Maria (OSCOZ)! 

Every year we celebrate a holiday called Thanksgiving, (el dia de gracias.) The Thanksgiving 
holiday began as a feast of Thanksgiving in the early days of the American such as com, barley, 
beans and pumpkins were harvested. They were taught how to hunt fish also. The colonists had much 
to be thankful for so they invited the Indians for a feast. In the following years the original colonists 
celebrated an autumn harvest with a feast of thanks. After the U.S became an independent country, 
congress recommended a day for Thanksgiving. 

My family celebrates Thanksgiving by gathering together with my parents, grandparents, brother, 
sisters, cousins, aunts, and uncles for a feast. We usually go to both sides of the family. One is 
usually on Thanksgiving Day and the other side is usually the following Sunday. It is a great day. 
Everyone usually brings a dish and we go to my grandparents' house at about noon and we are till 
the evening. Sometimes we have to go to both sides my family. If we do, I am usually very, very full. 
We go to each for about half of the day. We all are very grateful to be together and give thanks to 
God. It is a wonderful day and a happy one too. 

Thanksgiving always falls on the fourth Thursday in the month of November. It doesn't always fall 
on the same date. My brother was bom on Thanksgiving Day and sometimes it will fall on his 
birthday so we can celebrate both his birthday and Thanksgiving. It is always fun when we can 
celebrate both. Many dishes of food are brought and shared within the family. We always have 
turkey, mashed potatoes, sometimes sweet potatoes, green bean casserole, com, salad, cranberry 
sauce, rolls, pumpkin pie and many other deserts! We all help prepare the meal and then sit down 
together to enjoy it. After eating our meal, we usually relax and enjoy each others company by 
talking or by playing games. The men usually like to watch football while the women talk. It is one 
of my favorite holidays because it feels like it starts the Christmas season. Well I hope you enjoyed 
this e-mail and leamed a little bit more about Thanksgiving! 

Hope to you soon. Y our friend, 

Katiejenkins 

Hello Olaia, 

We are about to celebrate a holiday called thanksgiving or el dra de gracias. We celebrate this day to 
remind us of all the things we are thankful for because the pilgrims came to America and had a hard 
time surviving until they found the Indians. So we held a three-day celebration for the Indian leaders 
to show how thankful we are because they helped us through are first year in America. Now the 
celebration only lasts one day but even so it is still a lot of fun. 

We eat a lot of food on this holiday that you normally don't eat all the time like turkey, mashed 
potatoes, and different types of bread. We start cooking in the moming and cook all through the day 
until it is night time when we eat the food. Some people My family and I play games when we are 
done eating in the aftemoon. We usually stay together until dinner when we all make pizza and eat it, 
and then we visit other members of the family at their houses. 

I hope everything is well, 

Sarah 



Thanksgiving Letters 
Dear Sara (G ONI), 

Hello! How are you? Things are good here in America. Actually, we're getting ready to celebrate a 
national holiday called Thanksgiving. We look at Thanksgiving as a day to remember how the 
Native Americans helped the colonists use the land that they shared and how to grow produce. When 
all the produce was grown and collected, the Native Americans and the colonists all got together and 
celebrated their friendship with a feast. They ate turkey, squash, com, bread, and plenty of other 
food. 

We celebrate Thanksgiving now with family. We get together share our time with each other. We get 
out of school, and my parents, uncles and aunts get off work. WE gathertogether and just enjoy each 
others company. 

The day starts out with me watching the Macy's Day Parade on television, cleaning for when my 
family arrives, and helping to set the HUGE dinning room table and getting everything ready for the 
feast. The guys and occasionally I will watch ... 

Everyone in America celebrates this holiday in some way, shape, or form. The city holds a parade 
where the entire city is invited and local clubs or teams can walk in the parade and throw candy to 
the crowd. That is more for little kids and my family doesn't really go since I'm the youngest and 
I'm a little too old for that stuff. 

Thanksgiving is always celebrated on the last Thursday of November. I'm not sure why we do this. 
Thanksgiving isn't always on the 24th of November like it will be this year, but it's always the last 
Thursday of the month. 

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays because it's time I get to spend with my family whom I 
don't usually get to see a whole a lot. I also like it because we get to share our time and our food. 
Each member of our family brings a different dish or dishes and we combine them and celebrate the 
holiday. It is a wonderful time to spend with my family. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Taylor 

P.S. Write hack soon! 



Dear Esther, 

How are you doing? I am doing fine. My friend Amethyst, who is standing by me as I type, says HI! 

Lately, I've been weightlifting and running after school with my friend, Sarah (she's in this class 
too), and it seems like when I'm not doing that I'm babysitting after school. Also, I seem to have 
caught a cold. Other than that my life has been a lot less hectic. I'm looking forward to my "mini" 
vacation from school due to the upcoming holiday. Thanksgiving or El Dia de Gracias. 

Thanksgiving occurs the last Thursday of every November. Some schools get four days of that 
school week off, but our school only takes off two. Both Christians and no n- christians celebrate it. 
We celebrate Thanksgiving because it is a day of memorial to, basically, how lucky and blessed we 
are. I don't remember all the details of why we celebrate it, which is kind of pathetic, but I do know 
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that in the very beginning of our country or rather continent's history when a group of settlers arrived 
at Plymouth Rock, they were ignorant and starving. If it weren't for the Native Americans who 
shared their knowledge and food with us, the settlers would have died. To remember the Indians' 
kindness, most everyone celebrates Thanksgiving by gathering with immediate and extended family, 
spending the day together, and eating a big dinner. The dinner traditionally consists of a cooked 
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, bread rolls, cranberry sauce, squash and many other items. I for 
one have never eaten cranberry sauce, but I hear it's really good. 

Some families play football, others watch the parades on TV, In my family, we spend the morning at 
home relaxing then in the afternoon, we gather at my Aunt Dolores's home, eat, and talk together. 
When my cousins and I were younger, we used to go to the chicken coop, agitate the meanest old 
rooster, and then run away screaming. Now, as we've gotten older, we usually go walk through the 
woods behind the field on her property. Sometimes we watch movies, while the grown-ups yak. Two 
things always stays the same though, we're all together, and the food is wonderful. 

When you write back, please tell me of any holidays that are unique to Spain. 

Y our friend, 
Antonia Alcala 

Dear Dani - 

Thanksgiving is a holiday celebrated in America to celebrate giving and sharing with others. In 1602 
when pilgrims first came to America, they bet the Indians that had already lived here. Then they 
came together and shared a feast to help each other, and gave the things that they had to each other to 
help each other live better. This is how Thanksgiving came to be in America. 

Thanksgiving in celebrated on the last Thursday of November. All schools and most businesses and 
stress are closed on this day. Most families come together and share a big meal. It is a time to spend 
with your family. 

My family comes over to my house for Thanksgiving. All of my aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
grandparents come over. We have a big meal with a turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, lots 
of other foods, and pies for dessert. Stuffing is bread crumbs mixed with other flavouring and 
seasoning and is baked inside the turkey while the turkey is cooking. Mashed potatoes are potatoes 
that are smashes and almost whipped until they are smooth, then gravy is poured on top. Then for 
desert there is pumpkin pie. 

After everyone is done eating, most of my uncles and boy cousins watch football on TV, while my 
aunts and the women usually sit around and talk or do the dishes and clean up. 

Hope to hear from you soon about some of the holidays you celebrate in Spain! 

Y our American friend - 
Brittany Luc 



Thanksgiving Letters 
Andrea, 

Hope everything is going well for you. It is the middle of November and we are soon to be 
celebrating the holiday of Thanksgiving (el dia de gracias). You are probably wondering why we 
celebrate this. Well, the story starts as a long time ago around the year of 1620, when the Pilgrims 
sailed from England to Plymouth Rock, in Massachusetts on the Mayflower (type of boat). The 
Native Americans that were currently living in Plymouth invited the Pilgrims to share their bountiful 
harvest, and they ended up becoming friends over sharing their food. 

Thanksgiving is a holiday in which family and friends get together to share a meal. When my family 
celebrates Thanksgiving, we get together on Thanksgiving Day for my dad's side of the family. On 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving, we get together for my mom's side. My aunts, uncles, and cousins 
from all over Ohio come to celebrate with us. 

During the Thanksgiving holiday, a lot of Americans like to base it around food, which can have 
both advantages and disadvantages. Gathering for a meal is great because is unites family and 
friends, but at the same time, some like to overeat. Regardless, some common dishes are turkey, 
mashed potatoes, com, stuffing, bread, and cranberry sauce. When my family gets together, we tend 
to eat those things as well. We usually eat pumpkin pie for dessert. 

This year, my family is getting together at my grandparent's house for Thanksgiving. We will go on 
Thursday and usually, after we eat, the men all watch football and fall asleep, and the women go for 
a walk. Then after, we all get together and play card games. For my mom's side, we will go to my 
Aunt's house, but we never stay there very long, because my mom's side of the family is smaller 
than my dad's. 

Well, hope you have a better understanding of the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Kelseyi Gallagher 

DearLeire, 

How are you? A holiday is coming up soon which is celebrated all over the contry. Thanksgiving (El 
Dia de Gracias). On Thanksgiving, families and friends get together and give thanks for everything 
that they have. We have a big meal, with lots of different foods. We all basically visit with each 
other, and enjoy each others company. 

We celebrate thanksgiving because English puritans decided to leave England and the Church around 
the 1620's (something like that). They all got a ship called the Mayflower, and sailed over here to 
America. They built their houses, and started farming and hunting. These people became known as 
the Pilgrims. They were having a hard time their first year here, especially during the winter. The 
Indians that were living here helped them survive the first year. They did this by showing them how 
to grow crops, hunt, and make traps. 

To celebrate their first year here, the pilgrims had a big feast; they even invited the Indians that had 
helped them. They all got together and gave thanks for their blessing. 

We celebrate Thanksgiving by having a big meal, everybody gets together, and we all sit around a 
big table filled with many different types of food. We have roasted turkey with stuffing, mashed 
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potatoes with gravy, sweet potatoes, salad, com, green beans, rolls, cranberry sauce, and of course, 
the ever famous thanksgiving pie, pumpkin pie. 

My family celebrates Thanksgiving by going and gathering at my grandma's and grandpa's house in 
Michigan. We always have thanksgiving there, it's our family tradition. We all talk to each other, 
find out what's new, and how everybody's been. Then we go sit at the table, say our prayer before the 
meal, and then start eating. After the meal is done, we all wait a little while before we have the 
pumpkin pie for dessert. When we eat the pumpkin pie, we put whipped cream on top of it, and all of 
the adults drink coffee with it. a tradition that goes on in some cities all over the nation are all of the 
Thanksgiving Day Parades. In the parades are a bunch of floats, and big balloons, which are made to 
look like different characters, people, or movies, such as peter pan, super man, and alike in wonder 
land, any kinds of shows that little kids like to watch. They also have clowns going down the street 
handing out candy, people riding horses, and bands playing holiday music. 

Thanksgiving is always the last Thursday of the month. This year it is November 24th. We get both 
Thursday and Friday off of school, giving us a four day weekend! Hopefully you enjoyed my letter, 
and learned a lot about what thanksgiving is, and how we celebrate it. What are some holidays that 
you celebrate? I hope to hear from you soon. 

Amy 

Dear Jon Ander- 

Thanksgiving began as a day to express gratitude. It first began when the Pilgrims came from 
England to America. They sailed over on the Mayflower in 1620. The Pilgrims had a very difficult 
winter and eventually met with some Native Americans who helped them learn how to survive. The 
Native Americans taught them how to hunt, fish, and farm. Thanksgiving was declared in order to 
thank God for their first harvest. 

There are many traditions that are associated with Thanksgiving. Many people come tighter as a 
family and eat large feasts. Some common types of food that are served are turkey, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing (which is bread with vegetables and seasoning that is put inside of the turkey to cook), 
cranberries, and pumpkin pie. Different families celebrate in different ways, but one of the most 
important things about the holiday is just having everyone come together and be thankful for the 
blessings that they have. 

My family always meets with my dad's side of the family on Thanksgiving day, which is always the 
last Thursday in November, at my grandmother's house. We later meet with my mom's side of the 
family and my other grandmother's house the following weekend. We all get together to eat, talk, 
and have a good time. After dinner, people watch football on television, help clean up the dishes, or 
just talk to the family members that they have not seen in a long time. 

I enjoy Thanksgiving because it is a relaxing holiday. 

Write to me soon ! 

Katie 
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Dear losu (Contreras or Oloriz?), 

I am writing to tell you about our holiday, Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday filled 
with food and family. This holiday was started in 1620, when the people of England were tired of 
being treated bad. They then set sail to find new land. They then came to America, when they came 
here they had no food. 

They were known as pilgrims. One day the pilgrims were setting up to have a feast, but they did not 
have very much food. The Indians who were the people already living on this land, had already 
known how to grow food and hunt for animals. They saw that the pilgrims had no food so they 
helped them learn to hunt and farm. 

When the pilgrims learned how to do this, they decided to have a giant feast and to invite their new 
friends, the Indians. They all ate dinner together and had fun. This was the first thanksgiving in 
history. 

Thanksgiving is now celebrated on the last Thursday of November, no matter what day of the month 
it is. There are many different traditions that families will do on this day. The biggest tradition all 
around America is the eating of the Turkey. My family does not do anything really special for this 
holiday. We all usually just go to my grandmother's house and we eat turkey, mashed potatoes, com, 
beans, salad, and other types of food. When we are done eating everyone is really really stuffed. 

Well that is all I really have to say today, I hope 

Dear losu (ALTUNA) 

Hey! How are you doing? I am doing great. I am ready for Thanksgiving break. We get four days off 
of school. I really need a break from school and homework. 

Thanksgiving all started in the year 1620. The people who lived in England were sick and tired of all 
the religious persecution going on. They were sick of the English way of life. 102 pilgrims sailed 
over to America in hopes to worship their religion freely. The Indians, who were already there, 
helped them to find food, and they had a huge dinner to give thanks to the Indians. The main item 
that the Indians helped them trap is wild turkey. This was the main dish of their thanksgiving dinner. 
Nowadays, we still have a thanksgiving feast with out family. 

Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for everything that you have. It is celebrated the last Thursday 
of November every year. Turkey is the main dish of the big feast, just like it was in the pilgrim's 
dinner. The turkey is eaten in a special way. First, all the "guts" are taken out of the turkey, and it is 
stuffed with stuffing. Stuffing is mainly bread, but anything can be added to make it taste better. I do 
not really know why turkeys are stuffed; it has just been an American custom since the beginning of 
America. Mashed potatoes and gravy, com, and pumpkin pie are a few other major parts of the 
dinner. 

For thanksgiving, I always get together with my family and we always eat a huge meal. I love all the 
good food. I wish that we had more than one thanksgiving in a year! 

Y our penpal. 

Shannon Colon 

10 
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Dear Victor 

Thanksgiving began when our country was young. The first people to travel across the sea had a very 
hard winter. Then, the native Americans taught them how to grow and survive on this land, foreign 
to them. To celebrate the first successful harvest the pilgrims (first inhabitants) and the Indians 
cooked a huge feast. They gave thanks (hence, thanksgiving) for We are very Catholic. When we get 
home, we watch parades. Then around noon, my dad's side of the family comes for lunch. They all 
leave around 4, then we take naps. As soon as we all get ready again, we go to my mom's parents' 
house for dinner. She had 10 brothers and sisters growing up, so now we have approximately 50 
people in the house for Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

I enjoy Thanksgiving, because I love to eat and spend time with my family. yea and I like turkey. 

Hope you write me soon! 

Candace 

Ruben OZC ARIZ 

feast the pilgrims had was to celebrate a successful harvest in a new country. 

To celebrate Thanksgiving my family goes to my grandparents' home. My grandmother prepares a 
grand meal. We all sit around the table together and go around the table saying what we are thankful 
for. Mostly everyone is thankful for family and good health. 

I love this tradition because it gives me a chance to thank your family for all that they have done for 
me. The main part of most American families thanksgiving meal is a turkey. To go with the turkey 
my grandmother prepares com, mashed potatoes, and homemade noodles. She also has many other 
side dishes. For dessert we have a wide variety of choices. Pumpkin pie is usually always served 
along with white chocolate cake. Everything is very delicious. We always have many leftovers that 
we save to eat throughout the week. 

After we're done eating everyone settles in front of the television. We watch the parade or the 
football game and fall asleep. After that we gather around the table to play cards. Our favorite games 
to play are euchure and rummy. In the evening we have started a tradition of going bowling. We sing 
and have a great time! Bowling with everyone is probably my favorite part of Thanksgiving. 

This holiday really makes you appreciate family and everything you have. It gives you a chance to 
reflect on what is most important to you and why. Y ou may be tiiankful for good health, your talents, 
or good family and friends. I hope to hear about some of the holidays your country has that America 
doesn't. I also hope you learned things about Thanksgiving that you did not know. 

Y our friend, 

Jenny Freeh 



11 
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Dear Sara (ARAMENDI), 

This month we are celebrating Thanksgiving (El Dia de Gracia). This is a holiday that we have 
celebrated since the origin of our country. The pilgrims sailed over on a ship called "The 
Mayflower" to our country to escape religious persecution in England. The pilgrims arrived at 
Plymouth Rock, currently Massachusetts, on December 11, 1620. They had a really hard winter, but 
the Native Indians helped them survive. The next fall they all came together and celebrated the 
survival of their first year with the Natives. 

The pilgrims were thanking the Natives for all of their help during their first year in America. We 
now celebrate this big feast every year in remembrance of the pilgrims and natives "Thanksgiving" 
feast. We usually get together with our own family's and celebrate. I always go to my grandparents' 
house and we spend time together and eat a big meal. 

The main dish in a Thanksgiving meal is usually turkey. The usual side dishes are mashed potatoes 
and gravy and stuffing. In my family we always have rolls and cranberry salad too. Each family has 
different traditions and foods that they eat together. 

Almost all American families celebrate this holiday with their relatives. Like I said before I go to my 
grandparents house where all of my aunts, uncles, and cousins get together. It is nice getting together 
and seeing the whole family. 

This holiday is always celebrated on the last Thursday of November. It falls on a 



Ander, 

we celebrate this holiday. 

Thanksgiving takes place on the last Thursday in November of every year. It is a family holiday, 
which means that families all across America get together and celebrate. 

In my family, we have two big meals on Thanksgiving. One meal is with my dad's family and the 
other is with my mom's family. On this day we usually go to church and then I help my mom cook 
the Thanksgiving food. After that we go to my aunt and uncle's house. While we are waiting for the 
food to be ready, my cousins and I watch the football game and the parades on TV. After that we eat 
so much food that we are not hungry for days. 

Thanksgiving is a fun holiday because of all the food. It is also a day where we are thankful for our 
family and friends. I hope everything is everything is well. 

Adios, 

-Emily- 
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Thanksgiving Letters 
Dear Eduardo, 

How are you? One of the things we do in America is we celebrate Thanksgiving (el dia de gracias) 
this Thursday, November 24. It isn't always on the same date in November but it is always the last 
Thursday in November. 

Thanksgiving is a holiday that was started when people, called Pilgrims, in England weren't aloud to 
practice the religion they wanted to freely because their king wouldn't let them. So they sailed over 
and hit Plymouth, which is a city in Massachusetts. When the Pilgrims reached land, they settled 
down and met the Native Americans who 

Thanksgiving dinner takes a lot of preparation. First off, I know my grandma takes about two days 
cleaning her house for the meal there. My grandpa, like most people, cook the turkey themselves that 
usually takes a day or two. Everything else together takes almost the whole day to prepare. Some 
people prefer Ham instead of turkey and that takes just as long to cook. It's usually not just one 
person making the dinner; members of their family make the other foods to bring wherever they meet 
to eat. 

For us we meet at my grandparent's house and my mom usually makes the com. Thanksgiving 
dinner usually includes, Turkey or ham, vegetables; such as com and peas, dressing, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, rolls with jam, and for desert we eat pie. These foods were the foods that the pilgrims 
harvested when they celebrated Thanksgiving for the first time. 

A typical day of thanksgiving for my family would be we all; my parents, brother, aunts and uncles, 
and cousins; meet at my grandparents house at 2 o' clock. All of our parents set up the food they 
prepared at the big dining room table. Around 4 o' clock the kids start getting the food they want. 
Then the parents follow them and we all sit down at the big dining room table. At first we all go 
around and say what we're thankful for then we pray. After we are all done eating, we pass around a 
pie or two for desert and the men go watch football. We all are usually there until about 8 o' clock at 
the earliest and then we go home. 

I hope to hear from you soon, 

Leigh Ann Swaisgood 



Pedro, 

Hi how are you? I'm fine. Nothing really interesting has been going on lately except the fall sports 
season is over and now winter sports are in full swing. Also, next week is Thanksgiving (El Dia de 
Gracias). 

Thanksgiving is a national holiday celebrated every year on the last Thursday of the month of 
November. Because of this Thanksgiving falls on a different date. 

Thanksgiving began when the Puritans sailed from England on the Mayflower, almost 400 years ago. 
They landed on Cape Code in Massachusetts on Sept. 6, 1620. The first winter was a harsh one 
because they had arrived after the growing season and they didn't bring much food with them. Many 
colonists died of disease. Then, the following spring the Iroquois Indians taught them to grow com, 
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beans, pumpkins and barley. The colonists were so thankful for their bountiful harvest that they held 
a dinner with the Indians to give thanks for their good luck for the year. The Indians had taught them 
many techniques for survival. They taught them to hunt, grow food, and work the land and the 
colonists wanted to thank them for everything they had done. 

The colonists continued to celebrate the autumn harvest and it wasn't until the United States was an 
independent country that the Congress considered having a national day of thanks. Eventually, 
President Abraham Lincoln decided that the last Thursday of November would be set aside for 
Thanksgiving. 

Each family has their own traditions and ways of celebrating. My entire family goes to my 
grandparent's house and my uncles and my male cousins have one thing in common and that is that 
they spend the holiday together. 

Well I'll off for now. Write me soon. Happy Thanksgiving, 

Allie 



Dear Angel, 

My teacher Seiiora Streacker told our class that Spain does not celebrate Thanksgiving (El dia de 
gracias). We celebrate Thanksgiving because the Pilgrims, who were searching for a better life, 
sailed to America on a boat named The Mayflower. On December 11, 1620 the Pilgrims landed on 
Plymouth Rock (present-day Massachusetts). They barely survived their first winter in America, 
losing 42 of the 102 people who sailed here. The Indians saw that the pilgrims were struggling so 
they taught them how to grow com. At the next harvest they had more than enough food for 
themselves so they invited the Indians to join them in a feast of thanks. 

Normally, families celebrate thanksgiving by getting together and spending the day eating and just 
being lazy. My dad's side of the family always gets together because we don't get to see each other 
that often. 

There are about 10 people at our Thanksgiving dinner table. But at my mom's side of the family, 
where we go to eat snacks after the main meal, there is probably about 20 people eating there. 

Thanksgiving is always celebrated on the last Thursday of November. On this particular Thursday, 
the commons food that are eaten are generally, turkey, com casserole, cheesy potatoes, frozen fmit 
salad, sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, stuffing and pumpkin pie. At my Thanksgiving dinner we 
have pasta for those who do not want turkey. (My dad' s side of the family is Italian) 

Happy Thanksgiving, 

CarlyP 
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Thanksgiving Letters 
Dear X abler. 

How are you? I'm great. I guess I'm supposed to tell you about our Thanksgiving (el dia de gracias) 
holiday. I will start off by telling you the history of Thanksgiving. In 1620, members of the English 
Separatist Church (called pilgrims) left England and sailed to America to escape religious 
persecution. By the next year, approximately half of the pilgrims died. The Indians helped the 
pilgrims that survived harvest a lot of food that year. The Indians and Pilgrims celebrated the harvest 
by having a huge meal that lasted 3 days. 

Thanksgiving is celebrated the fourth Thursday in November every year. The date had changed 
every year until 1941 when our president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, made it a national holiday to be 
celebrated the fourth Thursday in November each year. 

Traditionally, my family gets together every year for Thanksgiving. Most of my family lives nearby, 
but those who don't, travel to celebrate with everyone. We try to get everyone together each year. I 
have a really big family, so it is always fun to see everyone again. My family usually goes to one of 
my grandma's house for a big dinner in the middle of the day. This grandma is an amazing cook, so I 
always look forward to going to her house. Then, after everybody relaxes and takes a nap, we get 
ready to go to my other grandma's house for more food. Basically, Thanksgiving is our excuse to eat 
non-stop for a whole day. 

Every year we eat the same, traditional Thanksgiving food. It is not Thanksgiving without a turkey. 
Also, we have to have pumpkin pie. I'm not sure if either of these foods were eaten at the first 
Thanksgiving, but somehow they became traditional Thanksgiving food. Most families also have 
cranberry sauce at their Thanksgiving. However, we never eat it because nobody really likes it in my 
family. We usually have bread and salads to go with our meals. That is our traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

That is all I have to say about our Thanksgiving. I can't wait to hear from you! 

Leigh Anne 
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Thanksgiving Letters 
Dear Fernanda - 

I wanted to write and fill you in (explain to you) about an American holiday that is coming up called 
Thanksgiving. It is celebrated every year on the last Thursday of November. 

foods like: fish, berries, watercress, lobster, dried fruit, clams, venison, and plums. 

For as long as I can remember, my family has always celebrated Thanksgiving on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 24. My grandpa and my grandma both make about the same thing every year. It has, 
in a way, become a tradition for us. 

On Thanksgiving Day, my family and I go to my grandpa's house (my mom's dad) around noon. We 
eat turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, stuffing, com, green beans, salad, biscuits, pumpkin pie, apple 
crisp, and whatever anyone else brings. Stuffing is bread crumbs that are usually cooked inside the 
turkey. I'm always so miserable from eating so much food, but so is everyone else. 

That same day, usually in the evening my family and I go to my grandma's house (my dad's mom). 
We eat about the same things there. Since I ate so much for lunch I'm never hungry for dinner but I 
always find that I am stuffing my face once again. 

After we're done eating, basically everyone lays around for the rest of the day because they are so 
full. 

I hope to hear from you soon! 

Alyssa Dickman 

This is my second letter to Fernanda about my school! 

Hola Fernanda, 

Me llamo Alyssa Dickman. Vivo en Fremont, Ohio. Esta en el noroeste del estado. Soy en el cuarto 
ario de la escuela secundaria de San Jose. Es una escuela catolica privada. 

Un dia tipico para mi: 

Me despierto a las seis y media de la mariana para la escuela. Voy a la escuela a las siete y 
veinte. La escuela empieza a las ocho menos diez. El horario es muy diferente que el tuyo. En el dia 
A y el dia B tengo dos clases en la mariana que duran una hora y media cada uno. A las once como el 
almuerzo. Despues del almuerzo, tengo un receso hasta las doce menos veinte. Entonces, tengo dos 
mas clases hasta las tres menos cuarto. 

Mis clases en el dia A (lunes, miercoles, viemes) son mas diferentes que los clases en el dia B 
(martesyjueves). 

El dia A El dia B : A 1- Ingles IV B 1- Estados Unidos gobiemo media o las once. 

Todos los estudiantes de San Jose llevan los uniformes. Llevamos los pantalones grises y la camisa 
amable. Tambien, llevamos una chaquetay los zapatos amables. Me encanta el uniforme. 

Soy 5' 5" alta. Tengo el pelo claro y los ojos azules.Hay cinco personas en mi familia. Mi padre, 
Larry, es un mecanico a Whiripool Corp en Clyde, Ohio. Mi madre, Kim es una peluquera a Kutting 
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Krew. Mi heraiano mayor, Seth, tiene un occupation que no se explicar. Mi heraiano menor, Derek, 
no tiene un occupacion. Tambien, no tengo una occupation. 

Me gusta jugar al basquetbol futbol y softball. Softball es el deporte favorite de mi. Tambien, me 
gusta mirar mochos los deportes en la television. Cuando tengo la vez gratis, me gusta ir al cine, voy 
a shopping, y viajo el mundo. 

Write me soon! 

Alyssa Dickman 



Dear Laida: 

Hi! I'd like to tell you about a holiday that we are about to celebrate next week in the United States. 
It's called Thanksgiving, or "Dia de Las Gracias" in Spanish. 

On the first Thanksgiving, the pilgrims, who were Puritans seeking refuge from religious persecution 
in England, sailed to North America aboard a ship called the Mayflower. They came ashore at 
Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts on December 11, 1620. They lost 46 of the 102 who had sailed on 
the Mayflower during the first winter. By the fall of 1621, they had produced a bountiful harvest and 
decided to celebrate with a feast. The pilgrims ate this feast with 91 Native Americans, who had 
helped them to survive. A few of the foods eaten in the feast include: fish, berries, watercress, 
lobster, dried fruit, clams, venison, and plums. The feast was so immense that it lasted for three days. 

The next year. Thanksgiving was not celebrated. In 1623, there was a drought and the pilgrims 
prayed for rain. The next day it began to rain and they celebrated another Thanksgiving. The next 
time Thanksgiving was celebrated was not until June of 1676. This Thanksgiving was celebrated 
because of the good fortune that the newly established community had seen. They proclaimed June 
29 as a day of thanksgiving. On October of 1777, all of the 13 colonies celebrated this thanksgiving. 
In 1789, George Washington, the first President of the United States, declared a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving was not entirely recognized until 1863, when President Lincoln 
proclaimed it an official holiday that was to be celebrated on the last Thursday of November. 

Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated by gathering with your family or loved ones and sharing a meal. I 
usually go to one of my relative's homes with the rest of my family for a big meal. Then, the guys 
will watch football and the girls will usually talk. Most of the time I just sleep or watch television 
after eating. 

Turkey is one of the main foods eaten at Thanksgiving. It is unknown whether the pilgrims had 
turkey or not, but the term "turkey" was used by the pilgrims to describe any kind of game birds. 
Another popular dish at Thanksgiving is pumpkin pie. It is unlikely that the pilgrims had pumpkin 
pie, but they did eat boiled pumpkin. Thanksgiving is a holiday for families, food, fun, and to give 
thanks for all of the good things in life. 

Write back soon! 

Y our American penpal - 

Ali Wasserman 
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